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Upcoming Events            
   

February 
      9  Informational Meeting on New Road Rules and Permits for Farm Equipment  
  1-3:30 PM, Green County Justice Center, Monroe (see reverse side for more details)  
   13-14 Returning to the Farm Workshop, UW-Platteville 
     19  Private Pesticide Applicator Training, 10AM-3:30PM, MP Room, Justice Center, Monroe 
   24-25 Midwest Manure Summit, Radiosn Hotel and Conference Center , Green Bay 
 

March 
    4  Green County DHI Annual Membership Meeting, Noon, Amer ican Legion Post 84,  
  1627 12th Avenue, Monroe.  Registrations due February 23rd 
    5  Private Pesticide Applicator Certification, Test Only Session, 1-3 PM Justice Center 
   21  2015 Green/Rock Dual County Dairy Sale,  Noon, WI Farm Auction Sales, Brooklyn 
   31  Farm Service Agency Due Date for Election of PLC or ARC Crop Programs 
      

Top Green County Herds Recognized for Quality Milk in 2014 
 

The herds listed below had the lowest Somatic Cell Linear Scores for Green County herds on DHI testing in 
2014.  These herds will be recognized at the Green County DHI Annual Membership Luncheon on March 
4th.  The top herd in each group will receive an aluminum sign to put up at their dairy and all of the herds 
will receive certificates, compliments of the Green County Milk Quality Council.  Herds must have a mini-
mum of 40 cows and tested a minimum of 10 times during the past year to qualify for these awards. SCC  
data from split herds is combined to determined final placings.  Congratulations to all the winners! 
 

 

Small Herd <99 Cows             Cows        305 ME Milk    Wt. SCC  Linear Score  

1st  High Road Dairy Farm       74           25,043 lbs.           82,000        1.4 
2nd  Jim & Laurie McCullough     47            25,087 lbs.       69,000        1.6 
3rd  Kirk Douglas                 57           18,100 lbs.     129,000        1.7 
 
Large Herds >100 Cows 
1st  Binders Holstein & Brown Swiss      132                 **                  61,000        1.4 
2nd Jimmy-K-Holsteins                  135            27,638 lbs.       71,000        1.9     
3rd  Hickory Daniels                   215           29,494 lbs.      142,000           2.0 
       
      ** Split Herd: ME Milk for Holsteins = 23,424 and ME Milk for Brown Swiss = 20,527 



 

Factors Determining Land Rental Rates in 2015 

 

Land rental rates increased dramatically from 2009-2013 due to the demand for farmland in the county. This de-
mand was driven by higher commodity prices, larger farms seeking more land for both manure disposal and feed, 
and larger equipment allowing grain producers to run more acres.  The higher cost and limited availability of land 
in the surrounding counties also contributed to higher rental as more operators were looking for land.   
 

Due to much lower commodity prices in 2014 Green County farm land rental rates dropped for the first time in 
several years. According to the USDA the average farm land rents rate was $157/acre for Green County in 2014 a 
decrease of 1.9%.  We are likely to see continued downward pressure on farm land rental rates.  However, the de-
cline will likely not be large or rapid as most of the surrounding counties had increases in rental rates in 2014 and 
there is still a good demand for farm land.  A factor that will also temper significant reductions in farmland rental 
rates include the current level of farm land prices.  Although land prices have already peaked we are not likely to 
see a drastic reduction in land values like they are seeing in other states because our values did not spike as high.  
 

Another factor that may temper the decline in land rental rates include the fact that we have a lot of multi-year 
rental contracts that are still locked in at higher rates that will run through the 2015 cropping season.  Since there 
is still a solid demand for crop land we will likely also see some farmers willing to again accept very small profit 
margins for another year just to maintain their future access to the land they currently rent.  However, the biggest 
factor that ultimately sets any price is supply and demand.  Each time a contract is signed for a higher rental rate it 
raises the bar for everyone that is competing for land.  
 

There are many factors that influence land rental rates.  These factors start with the quality of the land and soil 
types.  Obviously a deep Tama soil is going to be worth more than a shallow sloping hillside top that contains 
lower yield capacity soils such as Sogn.  Other factors that impact the value of renting bare ground are as follows: 
 

Location: land parcels located near  large livestock farms will be higher  as will land that adjoins other  par -
cels that are already being farmed by another party.  In either case these parcels are worth more to the nearby op-
erators and they will usually be willing to pay more. 
 

Fertility: land with low fer tility levels will result in lower  rental rates.  Soil test levels should always be re-
quested when renting new farm land to determine the fertility level of the soils. 
 

Size of Parcel: smaller  parcels will generally br ing lower  rates and larger  parcels more due to the cost of 
transporting large equipment.  In fact some small parcels of less than 5 acres are rented for free by landowners to 
reduce their property tax liability through the Farmland Use Assessment law. 
 

Accessibility:  fields with nar row, steep or  poor  farm road access for  large farm equipment and tractor  
trailers will bring less than those fields bordering a paved road. 
 

Contract Length and Payment: the number  of years that the land lease runs and when payment is required 
will impact the price.  Some landlords require 100% of the payment up front.  There is usually some discount giv-
en on these contracts due to the time value of money.  However, most contracts still require half of the rental pay-
ment up front and the other half at the end of the year. Many farmers are also looking at flexible cash rental agree-
ments to help reduce rental rates. However, they may find resistance from landlords on fixed income that are not 
interested in taking on any of the risk in the crop prices or yields even if it could potentially mean higher returns. 
 

Conservation Plan: a farm that requires hay in the rotation and containing contour  str ips may br ing lower  
rental rates because many grain producers are not interested in hay, and don’t want to deal with strips and water-
ways, therefore you have smaller pool of producers interested in the land.   

  
Personal factors:  many landlords place a big value in how they are treated (plowing their  snow, giving a 
quarter of beef, etc.) timeliness of payment, and how the land is cared for when determining rates.  Many times 
these personal factors trump all the others listed when determining rental rates.  

The bottom line on land rental rates is that the land is worth whatever another party is willing to pay for it and that 
is set by local supply and demand.  If you want to see rental rate charts or get farm cash lease forms, both fixed 
and flexible go to the UW-Extension Green County Agriculture Web page at: green.uwex.edu/agriculture/ 
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Green County UW-Extension Office 
 Justice Center 

2841 6th Street  Monroe, Wisconsin 53566    
                                        Phone:  608-328-9440    Internet: green.uwex.edu                        
  

COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF 
 

Mark Mayer, Dairy & Livestock Agent & Editor 

Victoria Solomon, Community Resource Development Educator 

Ellen Andrews, 4-H & Youth Development Educator 

            Bridget Mouchon-Humphrey, Family Living Educator  

Jayne Butts, Extension Activity Assistant 

Amy Krass, Extension Activity Assistant 

  

Mark Mayer 
Dairy and Livestock Agent & Editor 
Green County 

 
 
 
  

 
 

The University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment  
and educational programming, including Title IX and the ADA requirements. Please make requests for reasonable  

accommodation to ensure equal access to educational programs as early as possible preceding the scheduled program, service or activity. 
If you need this material in an alternate format or other accommodations for access, please contact the UW-Extension Office at            

608-328-9440, voice or 711 for Wisconsin Relay. 
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Robert Cramer, Jr W3224 Norton Rd, Juda President 934-1040 

Craig Tourdot W3872 Hwy 11-81, Monroe Vice Pres 558-1834 

John Dieckhoff W2210 Pinnow Rd, Brodhead Sec/Treas 897-3637 

Jeremy Mayer N3926 County Rd N, Monroe Director 214-0070 

Andrew Houlberg N4991 Spoerry Rd, Monticello Director 862-3223 

Stephanie Miranda 6931 W State Rd 11, Janesville Director 426-1768 
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                 Please return this reservation form for our lunch count! 

 

NAME(S)_____________________________________ 
 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING___________________ 
 

Please mail to: 
 

  Green County DHIA 
  P O Box 400 
  Monroe, WI  53566 

You are invited to attend the Green County DHIA  
Annual Membership Meeting   

Wednesday, March 4, 2015 
12:00 NOON 

 

 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 84 
1627 12TH AVE 

MONROE, WI 53566 


