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Upcoming Events            

   

September 
 29 - Oct 3 World Dairy Expo, Alliant Energy Center, Madison 

      30  Last Day to Sign up for 2016 Dairy Margin Protection Program (See back for more information) 

October 

       31  Green County Agriculture Clean Sweep Collection Closes,  Green County Landfill 
 

November 
    9-20  Green County Ag Plastic Film Recycling Collection, 7AM-3PM weekdays, Green County   
               Landfill.  Farmers can recycle their silage bags, bunker covers and bale wrap plastic for free.  
 

Beware of Silo Gas 
Farmers are reminded that both corn and alfalfa silages can produce deadly silo gas (Nitrogen Dioxide) while it’s 

fermenting.  Shortly after green plant material is ensiled, it begins to ferment. Oxygen used in fermentation com-

bines with nitrates in the plants, and nitric oxide gas is released. This combines with oxygen in the air to form 

nitrogen dioxide, a toxic gas which can injure or kill people or animals.  Silo gas is heavier than air and can accu-

mulate near the top of the silage and flow down the chute into the silo room or barn. 
 

Silo gas forms within a few hours up to three weeks after fresh plant material is added to the silo or bag. It is a 

problem in conventional, non-airtight silos and can lead to silo fillers disease.  Silo-filler's disease is the term  

given to the injury resulting from exposure to silo gas. Inhaling even a small amount can result in serious, perma-

nent, or fatal lung injury. The nitrogen dioxide combines with water in your lungs to form highly corrosive nitric 

acid that simply burns up the lung tissue causing permanent damage. 
 

Symptoms of silo-filler's disease include coughing, burning, shortness of breath, chills, fever, headaches, nausea, 

or vomiting. While a person may not immediately experience the symptoms from a mild exposure, within 3-30 

hours there is a slow, progressive inflammation of the lungs that results in fluid buildup in the lungs.  

 

To prevent Silo-Filler's Disease: 

1. Stay out of the silo for at least three weeks after filling. 

2. Be alert for bleach-like odors and/or yellowish brown gases in or near the silo or bags. 

3. If you must enter the silo to set up a silo unloader, do so immediately after the last load is in. Don't wait several 

hours or overnight!  Run the blower 15-20 minutes before entering and keep it running while inside.  Keep a 

door open down to the silage surface, and have someone keep in contact with you from the outside. 

4. Ventilate the silo/feed room adequately for three weeks after filling, keeping windows and doors open. 

5. Keep the door between the silo room and the barn closed to prevent silo gas from coming down the chute.  

6. If you experience throat irritation or coughing in the silo, get fresh air immediately and see your doctor.                            



2016 Dairy Margin Protection Program Sign-Up Ends September 30th 

 

Farmers who wish to sign up for the 2016 protection program must contact their FSA Office and pay the $100 

administration fee before September 30, 2015.  Approximately 74% of the dairy farmers in Green County 

signed up for the program in 2015 to provide their farms with some level of protection from low milk prices 

and/or high feed prices. Once farmers sign up for MPP-Dairy they are required to remain in the program 

through 2018. At a minimum they must pay the $100 administration fee that provides the catastrophic margin 

protection of $4/cwt.  Farmers have the option of selecting a different coverage level each year.  
 

MPP-Dairy is an insurance-like product. Premiums are set, will be subsidized, and are offered at reduced rates 

for producers who market less than four million pounds of milk annually (See table below). It is a voluntary 

risk management program that provides payments to producers, when the margin between the national all milk 

price and a national average feed cost falls below a chosen trigger level. Producers sign up for this trigger level 

and select how much of their historic production to cover during the annual signup period.  
 

Current milk futures prices indicate smaller dairy margin levels (income over feed costs) for 2016 than what 

we have seen the past two years. This means that indemnity payments are more likely to occur in 2016 than 

this past year. The all milk price is only part of the indemnity payment calculation. It also takes the cost of 

corn, soybean meal and alfalfa hay into account when calculating the income margin over feed costs. If both 

U.S. feed and milk prices drop the margin may not change much. However, if feed costs rise and milk prices            

decline, like we witnessed in 2012, the Dairy Margin Protection payments will be much more likely.  
 

2016-2018 Dairy MPP Premiums 

Farmers can protect from 25 percent up to 90 percent of their milk production history in 5% increments.  They will also 

be able to select margin protection coverage at 50 cent increments beginning at $4 per cwt. Through $8 per cwt. MPP 

premiums are fixed through 2018 and are as follows: 
  

 Marketings Under 4 Million Pounds   Marketings Over 4 Million Pounds      
 Coverage     Coverage  

   Level    Premium $/cwt.     Level     Premium $/cwt 

  $4.00    None      $4.00    None  

  $4.50    $.01      $4.50    $.02  

  $5.00    $.025      $5.00    $.04  

  $5.50    $.04      $5.50    $.10  

  $6.00    $.055      $6.00    $.155  

  $6.50    $.09      $6.50    $.29  

  $7.00    $.217      $7.00    $.83  

  $7.50    $.30      $7.50    $1.06  

  $8.00    $.475      $8.00    $1.36  

 

In looking at the premium table you can see a natural break at the $6.50 margin protection level. If we look at a  

100 cow dairy herd that was shipping 23,000 pounds of milk/cow (2,300,000 total pounds per year) and selected   

to cover 90% of the total production at the $6.50 margin level, the premium cost for this protection level would be 

$1,963.  That is less than the proceeds from selling two cull cows to protect your profit margins from possibly    

hitting catastrophic margin levels like we had in 2009 and 2012.  No one takes out insurance on their new tractor or 

truck hoping they collect on it, and the same can be said for the Dairy Margin Protection program.  The insurance 

provides a safety net for your dairy farm finances and if you don’t get a payment that means (in most cases) you 

had a year with good income over feed cost margins to help cover your premium payment.  
  
There are several Web based tools to help producers determine the level of coverage under the MPP that will     

provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. One of the on-line tools is available at:  

http://dairy.wisc.edu/MPP/Tool/Index.html  This tool allows farmers to quickly and easily combine their farm data 

to calculate their coverage needs based on their price projections.  If you don’t have access to a computer or would 

like help in exploring the best premium coverage levels for your farm contact Mark Mayer, UW-Extension Dairy 

and Livestock Agent for assistance in running the projections for your dairy operation at 328-9440. 
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The University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment  

and educational programming, including Title IX and the ADA requirements. Please make requests for reasonable  
accommodation to ensure equal access to educational programs as early as possible preceding the scheduled program, service or activity. 

If you need this material in an alternate format or other accommodations for access, please contact the UW-Extension Office at            
608-328-9440, voice or 711 for Wisconsin Relay. 

Robert Cramer, Jr W3224 Norton Rd, Juda President 934-1040 

Craig Tourdot W3872 Hwy 11-81, Monroe Vice Pres 558-1834 

John Dieckhoff W2210 Pinnow Rd, Brodhead Sec/Treas 897-3637 

Jeremy Mayer N3926 County Rd N, Monroe Director 214-0070 

Andrew Houlberg N4991 Spoerry Rd, Monticello Director 862-3223 

Stephanie Miranda 6931 State Hwy 11 W, Janesville Director 426-1768 
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